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The   Second  Inauguration  ot  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Washington,  March  4.— Suc  h  a  wet,  dirty  morn- 
ing as  this  of  the  second  inauguration-day  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  as  President  ol  thB  United 
Suites  hardly  ever  dawned  upon  Washington. 
Ram  had  been  falling  all  yesterday  and  last  night, 
malting  the  proverbially  lilthy  streets  of  the  politi- . 
cal  metropolis  nlthier  and  more  unpleasant  than 
ever. 

It  continued  to  ram  until  about  nine  o'clock  this 
morning,  when  it  ceased;  but  the  clouds  still  hunp 
heavily,  and  the  atmosphere  looked  and  felt 
watery.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  Pennsylvania 
avenue  soon  began  to  nil  up  with  people,  and  the 
windows  and  porticoes  of  all  the  houses  were  ar- 
ranged for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  wished 
to  get  a  view  of  the  Presidential  procession  from 
the  White  House  to  the  Capitol.  Many  flags  wer,e 
out,  though  they  hung  wet  and  droopingly. 

The  hopes  of  a  clearing  up  were  rudely  dispelled 
about  eleven  o'clock,  for  the  ruin  began  to  pour 
down  again,  and  the  vast  masses  of  people  in  the 
avenue  got  well  drenched.  It  was  then  understood 
that  the  inaugural  ceremonies  would  take  place  in 
the  Senate  Chamber,  instead  of  on  the  platform 
over  the  eust  part  of  the  Capitol. 

At  the  President's  house  and  its  vicinity  there 
was  quite  a  large  crowd  assembled  to  see  the  Prer 
Bident  and  the  procession  depart.  A  strong  police 
force  was  detailed  to  keep  order  in  the  crowd. 

The  fickle  weather  at  half-past  eleven  changed 
again.  The  rain  ceased,  and  there  were  signs  of 
clearing  up,  with  hopes  of  having  the  out-door 
spectacle  at  the  Capitol  after  all. 

At  noon  a  special  escort  of  United  States  Mar- 
shals to  the  President,  headed  by  Marshals  Lamon 
and  Mill  ward,  and  accompanied  by  a  company  of 
cavalry,  rode  through  the  avenue,  surrounding  the 
President's  carriage,  which  they  took  to  the  Capi- 
tol, where  the  President  had  been  engaged  all  the 
morning  signing  bills.  He  immediately  entered, 
the  carriage  and  returned  to  the  White  House, 
where  he  took  his  place  in  the  procession  which 
l  was  formed  there. 

I  The  procession  moved  at  11.10  from  the  Presi- 
I  dent's  house.  The  head  of  it  reached  the  Capitol 
i  in  an  hour. 

The  President  rode  in  a  close  carriage-  The 

house-tops  were  crowded,  as  were  the  sidewalks, 

and  there  was  much  cheering  as  the  procession 

moved  along  the  avenue. 
A  monitor,  gaily  decked  with  flags  and  manned 

with  sailors,  was  in  the  line,  and  tired  salutes  at 

intervals. 

The  visiting  Philadelphia  fire  companies  at- 
tracted great  attention  by  their  beautifully  adorned 
apparatus.  Numerous  bands  were  interspersed 
throughout  the  Whole  procession,  and  the  line  was 
one  continual  ring  of  music. 

The  procession  was  one  hour  in  passing  a  given 
point,  and  the  length  was  probably  over  a  mile. 

The  streets  were  in  an  almost  impassable  con- 
dition, which  made  the  display  not  as  magnificent 
as  it  would  have  been,  though  it  was  exceedingly 
beautiful.  One  novel  feature  was  the  colored 
troops  and  Odd  Fellows,  with  their  band. 

The  Senate  Chamber  soon  began  to  present  an 
animated  scene.  In  front  of  the  Secretary's  desk 
a  seat  was  placed  for  Mr.  Lincoln,  or,  as  he  is  de- 
signated in  the  programme,  "  The  President  of  the 
United  States,  President  elect."  To  the  left  of  it 
were  chairs  for  the'  Committee  of  Arrangements. 
On  the  right  were  seats  for  the  ex-Presidents  and 
Vice-Presidents,- and  the  Judges  Of  the  Supreme 
Court.  On  the  right  ol  the  latter  were  seats  for 
the  Diplomatic  Corps.  On  the  left  of  the  chflir 
were  seats  for  the  heads  of  departments.  On  the 
right  and  left  of  the  main  entrance  were  places  for 
privileged  persons.  '  '"l  ! 

The  ladies  o'f  the  lamilies  ot  the  Diplomatic 
Corps  occupies  the  gallery  reserved  for  them  On 
the  east  side  of  the  Chamber,  directly  opposite  the 
chair.  The  other  galleries  were  reserve^  lor  ladies 
in  general,  and  they  soon  filled1  all  the  available 
space,  making  a  very  ga#*appearance.  ' 

To  the  left  of  the  chair  were  seats  for  members 
of  the  House  and  members  elect,  and  these,  as  well 
:  as  the  Senators,  came  in  rapidly  till  all  the  seats 
were'filled.  The  entrance  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps, 
ail  in  full  court  suits,  made  a  sensation.  So  did 
that  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  their 
black  silk  robes  of  office. 

This  being  done,  the  President  of  the  United 
'  States  was  ushered  into  the  Senate,  and  took  his 
seat  for  a  brief  period  at  the  right  of  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident. 

The  order  of  proceedings  was  then  announced, 
and  the  chamber  was  slowly  emptied, the ci-ovrd 
making  its  way  towards  the  east  portico; 

Just  at  this  moment  the  sun  burst  through  the 
dense  mass  of  clouds  that  bad  hung  like  a  pall 
over  the  .city  all  the  morning,  drenching  everything 
with  rain. 

The  clouds  disappeared  almost  by  a  miracle, 
and  heaven's  azure  canopy  alone  formed  the  roof 
of  the  great  cathedral  where  the  High  Priest  of 

i  Freedom  was  to  be1  consecrated  anew  for  his  sub- 

I  lime  mission. 

I  Arriving  at  the  east  portico,  the  Presidentelect 
took  a  seat  provided  for  him,  and  the  other  distin- 
guished persons  filling  the  whole  vast  platform 
had  places  assigned  to  them.   The  President  elect 

'then  advanced  to  the  front,  and  Chief  JusticeChase 


administered  the  oath  of  office,  which  the  Presi- 
loews  Pr°nOUnCed  'n  aclear'  solemn  voice,  as  fol- 
"I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  faithfully  exe- 
cute  the  ortice  Of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

Jei°£™noe&  -en  deliTereti  WS  V. 

^u  !;S"il1e  w'l!t,n  address  in  his  hand  una 

te  heard  hy  the  entire  assembly.   The  adrfress  oc- 
cupied about  ten  minutes  in  its  delivery,  and  was 
several  times  iiiterrupted_with  applause. 


President  Lincoln's  Inauguration,  March 
4,  18(55.  — The  days  of  omens  and  presages  are 
past.  The  Roman  warriors  and  sages  were  fre- 
quently influenced,  in  the  most  important  acts,  bv 
the  feeding  of  the  sacred  chickens,  the  flight  of 
a  flock  of  birds,  or  the  quivering  of  the  flesh  of  a 

victim.  .       .  . 

The  appearances  of  nature  which  take  place  at 
the  time  of  great  historical  events  are  often  long 
remembered,  and  subsequent  occurrences  reflect 
upon  them  a  striking  and  painful  emphasis. 

This  is  true  of  the  following  incident,  which 
was  witnessed,  at  the  second  inauguration  of 
President  Lincoln,  by  the  editor  of  this  volume. 
The  4th  of  March,  18135,  as  commonly  happens 
in  the  latitude  of  Washington,  was  one  of  those 
fitful  March  days  when  cloud  and  sunshine  chase 
each  other,  in  vivid  alternation,  across  the  land- 
scape. The  editor  was  standing,  with  Hon.  S.  B. 
Colby,  Register  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  Senate 
portico  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  midst  of  the  vast 
and  expectant  throng,  who  were  awaiting,  with 
suppressed  enthusiasm,  the  stepping  out  of  that 
tall  familiar  figure  that  had  for  four  years  moved 
at  the  head  of  our  public  affairs.  He  who  now 
sits  in  the  Executive  chair  had  just  made  that 
famous  speech  in  which  the  plebeian  extraction 
of  a  great  number  of  the  prominent  men  of 
Americ  "'as  so  distinctly  brought  forward.  All 
eyes  were  now  turned  in  one  dir  ection ;  and  at 
this  instant  the  gaunt  figure,  surmounted  by  the 
kindly  face,  was  seen  moving  forward  to  the 
place  where  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States  was  waiting  to  administer  the  sacred  oath 
of  office. 

At  this  moment  a  bar  of  bright  sunlight,  burst- 
ing through  the  rifts  of  a  flying  cloud,  rested  for 
a  moment  upon  the  head  of  Lincoln,  and  sur- 
rounded it  as  with  a  halo,  which  w°as  greeted  with 
murmurs  of  admiration,  and  exclamations  ot  de- 
light, from  thousands  of  lips.  It  lasted  but  an 
distant.  The  deep  shadow  of  a  storm-cloud 
Bwept  across  the  Capitol,  and  the  vast  crowd  by 
which  it  was  surrounded;  and  that  head,  which 
a  moment  before  had  been  bright  with  an  un- 
natural lustre,  was  shrouded  now  in  gloom. 

A  month  had  hardly  passed  before  hunared. 
who  saw  the  phenomenon  were  wonderm^vhether 
the  tragedy  of  April  had  not  been  dimly  pre- 
figured  hr  L  flyirlg  =1^  of  that  fitful  day  ru 
March.      *"\.MJUJ<\    \aMMi*^      Vf  "i- 
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A  Star  Shone  by  Day  at  Lincoln's  In- 
auguration. 

EditOF  National  Tribune:  I  see  in 
your  National  Tribune,  the  friend  of 
the  boys  of  1861-66,  some  who  note 
with  pride  that  they  saw  our  beloved 
Abraham  Lincoln,  the  grandest  man 
that  ever  lived.  I  saw  him  several 
times  and  voted  for  him,  and  after  his 
first  call  for  75,000  three-months  men 
I  was  the  first  one  from  my  town  to 
enroll,  and  then,  on  Sept.  2,  1861,  I 
enlisted  for  three  years,  and  served 
the  three  years. 

I  went  to  work  on  military  railroads 
for  the  United  States  until  the  sur- 
I  render  of  Lee.  I  shook  hands  with 
Lincoln  Jan.  1,  1861;  saw  him  again 
at  a  review  near  the  Soldiers'  Home, 
District  of  Columbia.  There  he  hand- 
ed a  crippled  soldier  a  $5  bill  and 
talked  with  the  soldier.  I  was  in 
Ford's  Theater  the  night  before  he 
was  assassinated,  and  marched  in  that 
long  line  at  his  funeral  in  Washlng- 
.  ton,  D.  C,  wearing  a  silk  badge  with 
his  portrait. 

I  was  at  his  second  Inauguration. 
Oh,  how  it  rained  until  nearly  10  a. 
i  m.!  It  then  gradually  cleared  off, 
the  sun  shining  brightly  after  the  in- 
auguration ceremonies  were  over.  I, 
with  two  friends,  started  down  Penn- 
sylvania avenue  towards  the  White 
House.  When  about  h^lf-way  there 
we  were  stopped  by  a  crowd  that  filled 
the  streets  and  sidewalks.  Everybody 
was  gazing  at  a 'large,  bright  star 
shining  brightly  in  full  daylight.  It 
was  some  time  before  it  disappeared. 
I  wonder  how  many  of  that  throng 
are  living  now  and  remember  it.  I 
saw  a  statement  some  time  ago  from 
a  Chicago  clergyman  that  it  was  the 
day  he  died,  but  he  is  mistaken  as  to 
the  date. — -H,  A.  Vail,  Towanda,  I^r4.d- 
toi ^Qo^nty^Z^  ' \."  (Mm  * 
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NEW   LINCOLN  STORIES. 

A  Pen  Picture  of  His  Second  Inaugu- 
ral— Incidents  of  Lincoln's  Assas- 
sination. 

Editor  National  Tribune:    In  a,  re- 
cent issue  of  The  National  Tribute  I 
-notice  a  writer  speaks  of  the  inaugu- 
ration of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Mardh  4, 
"  1865,    and    of   the   appearance   of  a 
star  as  the  procession  made  its  (way 
from    the    Capitol     up  Pennsylvania 
•Avenue,  and  1  was  reminded   of\  an 
■account  1  had  written  at  that  time'to 
a  Canadian  girl     It  was  dated  Wash- 
Sington,  March  7,  1885,  and  is  as  fol- 
,  lows: 

'-     "Last  Thursday  about  11  o'clock  I 
landed  in  the  city  of  alternate  mud 
and  dust,   in  a.  soaking  rain,  which 
continued  until   Saturday,   the   4th — 
the  great  day  of  the  Nation — the  day 
for  the  inauguration  of  President  and 
Vice-President.     There  was  hurrying 
I  to  and  fro  of  thousands  thru  the  mud 
■ — -civil  and  military  organizations,  fire 
£  companies,  etc.     Police  and  marshals 
in  line  cloth,  with  sash  and  gorgeous 
trimmings,    were    dashing   along  the 
streets,  'ornamenting'  themselves  and 
their  clothes   with   muti,   which  was 
ju.=t   about   thick   enough    and  deep 
-enough  to  splash  to  advantage.  The 
-rain  subsided  pretty  early  in  the  day, 
^and  I  made  my  way  to  the  Capitol 
about  11  o'clock  and  took  my  stand  in 
the  in i t d  in  front  of  the  east  entrance 
to  await  the  appearance  of  the  Presi- 
dent-elect. 

"A  few  minutes  past  12  the  Presi- 
dent, Vice-President,  Cabinet,  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  their  judicial 
robes,   a   few   foreign   Ministers  and 


some  other  dignitaries  cam6  out  and 
were  seated  on  the  platform  erected 
on  the  stone  steps  in  front  of  the  Cap- 
itol, and  aa  all  eyes  were  turned  to 
see  the  great  men  of  the  Nation,  and  I 
awaiting  in  suspense  to  see  her  fa- ! 
vored  son  rise  to  deliver  his  second 
inaugural"   address,  after  the  many 
trials  and  arduous  duty  of  conducting 
the  ship  of  Stat6  thru  four  years  of 
civil  war,  the  clouds  cleared  away,  the 
sun  broke  forth,  as  Father  Abraham 
rose  and  delivered  in  a  clear,  distinct 
tone  a   short  address  of  encourage- ; 
merit  and  consolation. 

'  The  day  changed  to  be  on.6  of  the1 
most  delightful  of  the  season.  Every 
heart  appeared  joyous,  and  the  audi- 
ence appeared  to  intuitively  regard  it 
as  betokening  the  dawn  of  a  brighter 
era.     As  the  procession  passed  from 
the  Capitol  toward  the  White  House, 
Venus,  the  bright  queen    by  turns  of. 
the   morning   and  evening  sky,    ap-  1 
peared  and  was  hailed  as  the  star  of  | 
Peace. 

"There  was  a  grand  reception  at  the 
White  House  in  the  evening,  which  I 
attended,  and  had  the  pleasure  of 
taking  Father  Abraham  by  the  hand. 

"On  the  last  evening  the  inaugura- 
tion ball  came  off  at  the  Patent  Office 
Building,  which  is  said  to  have  been 
a  magnificent  affair.  Tickets  were 
$10,  for  the  benefit  of  soldiers  and 
their  families,  and  as  there  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  nearly  2,000  per-; 
sons  in  attendance  it  must  have  pro- 
duced a  considerable  sum. 

"On  Sunday  Bishop  Simpson 
preached  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  in  the  course  of  his  ser- 
mon alluded  to  the  star  incident  in  a 
most  eloquent  style,  which  he  was 
pre-eminently  qualified  to  do,  and 
while  it  brought  forth  no  loud  out- 
burst of  applause,  there  was  a  sort  of 
movement  and  rustle  all  over  the 
house  that  impressed  me  as  the  most 
real  and  eloquent  applause  I  had  ever 
witnessed." — J.  M.  Griffith,  Sergeant, 
Co.  H,  87th  Pa.,  Bellingham,  Wash. 


Northwestern  Christian  Advocate 
February  11 ,  1920. 


BISHOP  SIMPSON'S  SERMON  AT  LINCOLN'S  I 

SECOND  INAUGURATION 

The  greatest  triumph  of  his  preaching  power  which  I  wit- 
nessed was  on  the  occasion  of  Lincoln's  reinauguration.  The 
inauguration  day,  Saturday,  was  dreary,  cloudy,  drizzly.  Just 
as  Mr.  Lincoln  took  the  oath  of  office,  the  clouds  parted,  and 
sunshine  flooded  the  scene.  The  next  day  the  bishop  preached 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  a  most  distinguished  audi- 
ence. Senators,  congressmen,  diplomats,  secretaries,  judges,  gen- 
erals, admirals,  and  many  others  were  present.  Floors,  gal- 
leries, aisles  were  crowded.  In  front  of  the  speaker's  desk  sat 
Mr.  Lincoln.  A  lady  led  the  singing.  Prayer  was  offered  by 
Dr.  Thomas,  afterward  killed  by  the  Modocs.  The  bishop's 
text  was,  "I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me."  He 
spoke  of  the  power  of  Christ  to  diminish  war  and  promote 
peace,  and  then,  as  if  recollecting  himself,  he  referred  to  the 
Civil  War  then  flagrant,  as  though  it  might  be  considered  fatal 
to  his  argument,  and  he  added :  "I  am  not  much  of  a  believer 
| in  signs  and  omens;  but  when,  yesterday,  just  as  the  old  admin-  1 
jistration  expired  and  the  new  one  began,  the  rifted  clouds  let 
God's  sunshine  flow,  I  could  not  but  regard  it  as  an  augury  of 
|  returning  peace,  and  that  the  war  would  soon  close,  and  the  new 
administration  would  be  one  of  peace."  Instantly,  as  if  by 
:  electricity,  the  audience  were  stirred ;  they  cheered  earnestly ; 
many  rose  to  their  feet;  hats  were  thrown  up;  men  embraced 
each  other,  and  wept  and  shouted.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  vigorously 
rapping  the  floor  with  his  cane,  the  big  tears  chasing  each  other 
down  his  bronzed  face.  It  was  a  masterly  triumph  of  human 
eloquence,  set  on  fire  by  sympathy  and  Christian  patriotism.  He 
subsequently  delivered  the  same  discourse  in  Chillicothe  to  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  the  preachers  of  the  Cincinnati  and 
Ohio  Conferences.  I  heard  him  repeat  this  discourse  in  Port- 
land,  Ore.   Its  effect  there  was  marvelous. — T.  H.  Pearne. 


Copy  from  NORTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 
February  11,  1920 


BISHOP  S  IMPS  ON ' 3  SERMON  AT  LINCOLN'S  SECOND  INAUGURATION 

The  greatest  triumph  of  his  preaching  power  which  I  witnessed  was 
on  the  occasion  of  Lincoln's  reinauguration.    The  inauguration  day, 
Saturday,  was  dreary,  cloudy,   drizzly.    Just  as  Mr.  Lincoln  took  the  oath 
of  office,  the  clouds  parted,  and  sunshine  flooded  the  scene.    The  next 
day  the  bi shop  preached  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  a  most 
distinguished  audience.     Senators,  congressmen,  diplomats,  secretaries, 
judges,  generals,  admirals,  and  many  others  were  present.    Floors,  gal- 
leries, aisles,  were  crowded.     In  front  of  the  speaker's  desk  sat  Mr. 
Lincoln.     A  lady  led  the  singing.     Prayer  was  offered  by  Dr.  Thomas, 
afterward  killed  by  the  Modocs.     The  bishop's  text  was,  "I,  if  I  be  lifted 
up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me."     He  spoke  of  the  power  of  Christ  to 
diminish  war  and  promote  peace,  and  then,  as  if  recollecting  himself,  he 
referred  to  the  Civil  War  then  flagrant,  as  though  it  might  be  considered 
fatal  to  his  argument,  and  he  added:     !,I  am  not  much  of  a  believer  in 
signs  and  omens;  but  when,  yesterda;/,  just  as  the  old  administration 
expired  and  the  new  one  began,  the  rifted  clouds  let  God's  sunshine  flow, 
I  could  not  but  regard  it  as  an  augury  of  returning  peace,  and  that  the 
war  would  soon  close,  and  the  new  administration  would  be  one  of  peace." 
Instantly,  as  if  by  electricity,  the  audience  were  stirred;  they  cheered 
earnestly;  many  rose  to  their  feet;  hats  were  thrown  up;  men  embraced 
each  other,  and  wept  and  shouted.    Mr.  Lincoln  was  vigorously  rapping 
the  floor  with  his  cane,  the  big  tears  chasing  each  other  down  his 


bronzed  face.     It  was  a  masterly  triumph  of  human  eloquence,  set  on  fire 
by  sympathy  and  Christian  patriotism.     He  subsequently  delivered  the 
same  discourse  in  Chillioothe  to  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the 
preachers  of  the  Cincinnati  and  Ohio  Conferences.     I  heard  him  repeat 
this  discourse  in  Portland,  Ore.     Its  effect  there  was  marvelous .--T. 
H.  Pearne. 


THE  SUN'S  OMEN  AT  LINCOLN  S 
SECOND  INAUGURATION. 

"Happy  is  the  President  on  whom  the 
sun  shines." 

Press  dispatches  told  of  the  good  omen 
attending  the  inauguration  of  President  f 
Harding  last  Friday.   The  day  was  clear 
and  bright,  a  warm  sun  welcoming  the 
new  leader  of  American  people. 

To  the  men  and  women  still  living 
who  stood  in  the  throng  in  1865,  when 
Abraham  Lincoln,  first  leader  of  Repub- 
licanism, took  the  oath  of  office  the 
second  time  the  augury  of  sunny,  weath- 
er held  a  strange  import.  . 

Lincoln's  inauguration  is  recalled  by 
Caleb  Brewster,  1911  West  Forty-second 
street.  Mr.  Brewster  is  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  War  and  bears  a  wound  in 
his  right  hand  which  he  received  in 
the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness. 

"I  had  just  been  mustered  out  of  the 
Union  army  in  Washingtdn,"  Mr.  Brew- 
ster said,  "and  I  determined  to  witness 
the  ceremony. 

"A  heavy  drizzle  had  been  falling  dur- 
ing the  night.  Pennsylvania  avenue, 
now  one  of  the  world's"  great  thorough- 
fares, was  virtually  a  sea  of  mud 
through  which  the  crowd  of  war-weary 
spectators  plodded. 

"I  recall  now  that  the  skies  were 
gray  and  heavy  with  clouds  as  the 
presidential  carriage  passed  along  the 
avenue,  the  horses  slushing  ankle  deep 
in  the  mud.  Lincoln  sat  erect  in  the 
open  landau  lifting  his  high  hat  fre- 
quently as  he  passed  the  cheering 
crowds. 

"I  worked  my  way  as  far  as  possible 
toward  the  portico  where  the  services 
were  to  take  place.  There'^was  general 
depression.  I  felt  (and  I  am  sure  a 
majority  of  the  others  in  the  throng 
were  affected  the  same  as  myself)  that 
it  was  the  nation's  dark  hour — an  hour 
of  uncertainty.  But  We  were  at  the 
shrine  of  America's  leader  and  we  all 
were  worshippers.       M  : 

A  hush  fell  upon  the  multitude  as 
Lincoln  rose  to  his  towering  height  to 
take  the  oath.  He  placed  his  left  hand 
upon  the  Bible  and  with  his  right  hand 
upraised,  repeated  the  <  words  that 
pledged  him  to  renew  the  duties  he  had 
met  during  four  stormy  years. 

As  the  oath  was  being  spoken  the 
sky  cleared  suddenly  and  the  sun, 
which  had  been  hidden  many  hours, 
broke  from  behind  the  clouds  and; shone 
upon  the  scene. 

"The  spirit  of  the  crowd  was  lifted 
with  the  coming  of  the  Sunlight  to 
augur  happiness  for  Lincoln.  Whispers 
ran  through  the  throng.  We  felt  re- 
lieved." 


AN  INCIDENT  IN  LINCUlin  a 

SECOND  INAUGURATION 

Noah' Brooks', 'in  his  "Reminiscence^" 
relates  the  following  incident: 
_  While  the  ceremonies  of  the  second 
inauguration  were  in  progress,  just  as 
Lincoln  stepped  forward  to  take  the  oath 
ol  office,  the  sun,  which  had  been  ob- 
scured by  rain-clouds,  burst  in  splendor 
in  conversation  the  next  day,  the  Presi- 
dent asked: 

"Did  you  notice  that  sun-burst?  It 
made  my  heart  jump." 
_  Later  in  the  month,  Miss  Anna  Dick- 
inson m  a  lecture  delivered  in  the  hall 
ot   the  House  of  Representatives,  elo- 
quently alluded  to  the  sun-burst  as  a 
happy  omen     The  President  sat  directly 
in  front  of  the  seaker,  and  from  the  re- 
porters gallery,  behind  her,  I  had  caught 
his  eye,  soon  after  he  sat  clown.  When 
Miss  Dickinson  referred  to  the  sunbeam 
he  looked  up  to  me,  involuntarily,  and  I 
thought  his  eyes    were    suffused  with 
moisture.    Perhaps  they  were;  but  the 
next  day  he  said: 

"I  wonder  if  Miss  Dickinson  saw  me 
wink  at  you?" 


Lincoln  Inaugural  Star 
'    Story  Still  Irtfnv  erified 


When  V.  H.  Biddison,  Sixty-sec- 
ondlstreet  and  Peoria  avenue,  read 
The!  World  last  Tuesday  morning  it 
set  liim  to  pondering-  over  an  old 
storfrhfthad  heard  when  he  was  a 
young  man.  It  was  a  story  which 
'  has  always  interested     hitn,  .  hut 
I  which  he  has  been  unable  to  verify 
and  now,  his  interest  revived  by  a 
news  story  in  The  World,  he  wants 
I  to  see  if  he  can't'  either  verify  it 
1  or  disprove  it. 

Under  a  Williamston,  Pa.,  date- 
line, The  World,  last  Tuesday 
printed  an  interview  with  Thomas 
W.  Lloyd  of  that  city  in  which' he 
told  about  witnessing-  the  second 
Lincoln  inaugural  ceremony,  when 
he  was  a  small  boy.  Biddison  says 
that  a  former  teacher  of  his,  Prof. 
B.  S.  MeFarlan,  then  conducting  an 
academy  at  Olathe,  Kan.,  and  later 
instructor  in  the  State  Agricultural 
college,  Manhattan,  Kan.,  used  to 
tell  him  about  attending  that  in- 
augural. He  described  the  stormy 
weather  of  the  morning,  as  Mr. 
Lloyd  did,  and  said  that  by  noon, 
when  the  ceremony  was  held,  the 
blanket  of  clouds  which  had  been 
slowlv  rising-  in  the  sky  all  day  ob- 


scured tlie  sun.  Just  as  Mr.  Lincoln 
took  the  oath  of  office,  the  pro- 
fessor averred,  the  great  crowd 
was  started  to  see  the  thick  cloud 
pierced  by  a  star.  And  afterward,  ' 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  i 
Bishop  Simpson  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  referred  to  that 
star  as  an  omen  of  peace,  and  *he 
house  cheered  him  to  the  eclio. 

So  the  professor's  story  went. 
Biddison  has  taken  the  trouble  to 
try  to  find  out  if  this  is  corercf, 
has  wrritten  to  older  men  such  as 
Depew,  and  Cannon,  to  see  if  they 
knew  anything  of  it  and  to  the 
chief  librarian  of  the  Congresisonal 
library  in  Washington.  But  while 
the  story  has  never  been  denied, 
it  hasn't  been  verified.  Seeing  Mr. 
Lloyd's  reminiscences  in  The  World, 
Biddison  read  them  eagerly  to  see 
if  the  star  was  referred  to  but  all 
that  Lloyd  said  that  the  morning 
was  very  stormy,  that  the  crowds 
gathered  anyway,  and  that  just  as 
the  ceremonial  proper  took  place, 
the  clouds  parted  and  the  sun  came 
through.  • 

Biddison  is  still  hoping  to  be  en- 
lightened. 
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young  man.  It  was  a  story  which 
has  always  Interested  him,  hut 
which  he  has  been  unable  to  verify 
and  now,  his  interest  revived  by  a 
news  story  in  The  World,  he  wants 
to  see  if  he  can't'  either  verify  it 
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Under  a  Williamston,  Pa.,  date- 
line, The  World,  last  Tuesday 
printed  an  interview  with  Thomas 
W.  Lloyd  of  that  city  in  which  he 
told  about  witnessing  the  second 
Lincoln  inaugural  ceremony,  when 
he  was  a  small  boy.  Biddison  says 
that  a  former  teacher  of  his,  Prof. 
B.  S.  McFarlan,  then  conducting  an 
academy  at  Olathe,  Kan.,  and  later 
instructor  in  the  State  Agricultural 
college,  Manhattan,  Kan.,  used  to 
tell  him  about  attending  that  in- 
augural. He  described  the  stormy 
weather  of  the  morning,  as  Mr. 
Lloyd  did,  and  said  that  by  noon, 
when  the  ceremony  was  held,  the 
blanket  of  clouds  which  had  been 
slowly  rising  in  the  sky  all  day  ob- 


scured the  sun.  Just  as  Mr.  Lincoln 
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[that  Lloyd  said  that  the  morning 
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TO  THE 


LIBRARIAN  OF  CONGRESS 


MEMORANDUM 


REFE**INe  to  letter  of  u.  v.  H.  Biddison 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  regarding  a  star* 
visible  in  the  daytime  sky  on  Ilarch  * 
1665.  ' 


From  the 

DIVISION  OF  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

February  15,1927. 


matter.  fc  report  is,  of  course,  not  conclusive  in  the 

ing  (p.  294-295):     "During  the  «f4-™««      f  ff  ?       17)»  we  find  the  follow- 

groups  of  people  at  SSSSl  S^LlL  ^  S^W1  4'  18651  1  ^ 

the  heavens,  and  at  1^        pllM  /B  &U  toward 

surprise  I  saw  a  bright  and  beautiful  ^L    f-  -      df  and  to  ^v 

close  proximity  to  t£  unclouded  1  fng  o  Aav  2?  Jf-?!"  SPlend°r  in 

the  star  was  at  the  point  which  the  I™  fcrfl       *         about  three  °r^oclc,  and 

fore,    i  have  never  heard  ofSf  wiSl5?f  fT    S  °CCW  aW  on* 

***  1  could  not  refrain  from  f  a  1  7         «   tMs  Str6n^  Phenomenon, 

omen  of  good.      It  has  been  stated  t?fi-  ?  ^  othere  wh°  saw  it,  as  an 

the  star  as  they  were  re^^^^/^^^^        Ma  attendants  saw 

gave  the  President  great  deligM,  as  did    !  ^  J4*®  H°USe'  £™that  it 

If  not  an  omen  from  above  thai  s^r  was  a  bee  ti^f  T^f  &t  the  ina^tion. 

star  of  hope  which  on  that  good  day  sW  ^    ^  «ladsome  s^°°l  of  the 

of  the  loyal  people  of  the  ZTion  "  '  celestial  splendor  in  the  hearts 


He spect fully  submitted, 

k 

Chief  Bibliographer. 


F-CEJ 

All  correspondence  should  be  addressed 

"librarian  of  congress 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C." 


Library  of  Congress 
Washington 


Office  of  the  Librarian 


February  19  1927 


Dear  Sir: 

In  response  to  your  letter  of  recent  date,  I  am  directed  by 
the  Librarian  to  send  you  the  enclosed  Memorandum  furnished  by 
the  Chief  Bibliographer. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Secretary 
(  1  enclosure  ) 

Memorandum  :regardir;g  a  star  visible  in  the  daytime  sky  oh 
March  4,  1865 


V,  K.  Biddison  Fsq. 

608-9  Mayo  Building 
Tulsa  Oklahoma 


From  THE  INDUSTRIALIST 
'Manhattan,  Kan.,  April  17,  1900 
Vol.  26.,  No.  29.,  page  398 


An  Incident 

The  writer  of  this  does  not  remember  having  seen  in  print  the  prin- 
cipal incident  mentioned  in  this  article.    In  January,  1865,  the  Twenty- third 
Army  Corps  was  transferred  from  Tennessee  to  North  Carolina.    A  detachment  {of 
which  the  writer  was  a  member)  was  left  behind  for  certain  purposes.  These 
purposes  having  been  completed,  it  was  sent  elsewhere  for  twenty  days  and  then 
instructed  to  proceed  to  Washington  city  and  await  orders.    While  waiting  there 
Mr.  Lincoln's  second  inaugural  took  place. 

The  weather  at  that  time  of  the  year  in  that  locality  is  proverbially 
bad.    That  year  it  was  unusually  so.    For  several  days  before  the  inaugural  it 
rained,  snowed,  froze,  thawed;  clouds  constantly  hid  the  sun.    About  ten  o'clock 
of  March  4  it  ceased  raining,  so  late  that  the  procession  was  a  miserable  failure 
so  far  as  appearances  were  concerned.    The  maudlin  talk  of  Mr.  Johnson  immediately 
after  his  inauguration  as  vice-president  delayed  Mr.  Lincoln  so  that  he  did  not 
appear  on  the  east  portico  until  twenty-five  minutes  before  one  o'clock.  About 
him  were  the  cabinet,  judges  of  the  sapreme  court,  eminent  men  from  every  part 
of  the  country,  foreign  ministers  dressed  in  brilliant  court  costume,  and  a  vast 
concourse  in  front.    Near  midday  the  clouds  began  to  roll  back  from  the  east  toward 
the  west.    There  seemed  to  be  but  one  cloud  and  it  moved  en  masse,  the  eastern 
edge  being  well  defined,  not  ragged.    As  the  sky  appeared  it  took  on  a  brilliant 
hue.    Perhaps  the  previous  bad  weather  made  it  seem  bluer  and  clearer.    At  the 
noon  hour  almost  14ie  entire  eastern  half  of  the  sky  was  wholly  free  from  clouds, 
the  west  half  a  solid  background  of  dense,  dark  clouds.    When  Mr.  Lincoln, 
followed  by  the  Senate,  House,  and  others,  came  upon  the  portico  the  sun  was 


1 


An  Incident— two 


wholly  concealed.    Just  as  the  president  stepped  forward  to  read  his  inaugural 
the  evening  star,  Venus,  just  over  his  head,  hung  a  moment  on  the  edge  of  the 
cloud,  then  stood  forth  "bright  and  as  brilliant  as  one  ever  sees  it  in  Kansas  on 
a  clear  evening,    Those  on  the  portico  could  not  see,  but  the  multitude  in  front 
pointed  skyward  and  hoped  it  presaged  something  favorable. 

The  papers  of  that  day  announced  that  Bishop  Simpson,  of  the  M.E. 
church,  would  preach  next  day  in  the  House  of  Representatives.    Going  early  in 
order  to  be  accommodated,  not  only  were  the  seats  and  galleries  found  occupied, 
but  aisles  and  everyplace  of  passage  were  packed  with  an  eager  throng;  only  the 
speaker* s  desk  and  the  platform  immediately  in  front  were  vacant.    It  was  with 
difficulty  one  pushed  himself  in  to  be  halted,  for  want  of  room,  within  a  few 
feet  from  the  door— a  place  which  proved  to  be  excellent  both  for  hearing  and 
for  observing.    Soon  after  the  Bishop  and  Mr.  Lincoln  came  in,  the  Bishop  enter- 
ing the  Speaker's  place,  Mr.  Lincoln  sitting  on  the  platform  directly  under. 
The  personal  appearance  of  Mr.  Simpson  was  attractive,  and  few  men  in  or  out  of 
the  pulpit  possessed  his  ease  of  manner,  his  grace  and  his  powers  of  oratory. 
The  occasion,  the  surroundings,  the  recent  inaugural,  the  previous  night  *  s  levee 
at  the  IShite  House,  the  presence  of  such  an  audience,  and  the  great,  patient 
President,  as  he  sat  alone  on  the  platform,  were  enough  to  inspire  the  dullest 
and  prosiest  of  speakers.    It  was  a  scene  for  poet  or  for  painter.    The  Bishop 
seemed  touched  and  evidently  was  greatly  moved. 

Recently  Thomas  had  practically  ruined  Hood's  army;  Sherman  had 
gone  to  the  sea  and  was  marching  northward;  Schofield,  with  the  Twenty-third 
corps,  was  on  the  way  to  meet  himj  Sheridan  was  having  things  much  his  own  way; 
Grant  was  holding  Lee  at  Petersburg,  and  men  had  come  to  think  the  end  was 
approaching  and  longed  for  peace  and  home  and  family  and  fireside,  and  all  things 
that  make  life  enjoyable.    Red-handed  war  had  ruled  so  long  that  men  wished  for 


An  Incident — three 

quietude,  though  they  were  as  determined  as  ever  that  the  Union  should  be  pre- 
served, whatever  the  cost,  whatever  the  sacrifice. 

The  text  is  not  recalled,  only  the  general  trend  of  the  sermon, 
which  was  "The  Duty  of  the  Citizen  in  the  Hour  of  his  Country' a  peril."  From 
the  beginning  the  preacher  had  the  full  sympathy  of  the  audience.    As  he  contin- 
ued in  his  masterful  manner,  describing  the  blessings  that  accompany  liberty, 
the  world's  hope  centered  here,  the  effort  put  forth  to  preserve  the  government, 
the  great  sacrifice  already  made  and  what  might  yet  be  necessary,  the  tremendous 
burden  that  rested  on  the  President's  shoulders,  the  audience  seemed  transfixed. 
The  President,  who  sitting  with  his  right  side  towards  the  speaker  and  could  be 
easily  observed,  straightened  a  little  in  his  chair  and  listened  intently.  Pour 
years  before  when  the  writer  first  saw  him  his  face  was  apparently  well  preserved 
and  rounded  out  as  would  be  expected  in  one  only  fifty- two  years  old.    But  the 
immense  burden  had  told.    His  face  was  now  deep  furrowed  from  care  and  responsi- 
bility; anxiety  had  left  her  indelible  stamp  upon  his  features,  but  kindness  and 
determination  were  there  also.    Suddenly  the  Bishop  drew  himself  up  to  his  full 
height  and  said:    "I  hope  and  trust  (here  he  raised  his  right  hand  with  index 
finger  pointed  upward)  that  the  star  which  stood  over  the  President  yesterday  at 
his  inauguration  is  but  the  harbinger,  the  day-star  of  peace—."    His  lips  moved, 
but  none  ever  heard  the  conclusion  of  that  sentence.    The  audience  was  receptive, 
the  words  like  magic.    Men  whooped  and  shouted  and  yelled  and  tossed  their  hats 
in  air,  and  then  repeated  the  same  thing  over  and  over  again.    The  Bishop  appear- 
ed astonished  at  the  interruption,  and  the  President's  face  was  a  study.  He 
startled  as  if  from  a  deep  reverie  or  a  trance.    Slowly  his  head  went  down  until 
his  chin  almost  rested  upon  his  breast.    Nor  did  he  lift  it  soon.    Who  knows  what 
purposes  came  and  went,  nor  in  what  agony  he  poured  forth  his  inmost  thoughts  and 
desires  to  the  Creator,  to  Him  upon  whom  he  relied  so  strongly,  and  \shose  aid  he 


An  Incident — four 

had  so  often  invoked?    But  when  he  lifted  his  head  his  face  seemed  different  from 
what  it  had  been  a  few  minutes  before,  nor  did  the  eyes  seem  dry. 

In  the  humble  cottage,  in  the  old  log  meeting-house,  in  the  stately 
city  church,  in  the  cathedral,  the  writer  has  listened  to  the  petitions  offered 
by  devout  worshipers  to  the  M>st  High,  but  nowhere  and  at  no  time  has  he  ever  been 
so  impressed  with  the  absolute  sincerity  and  earnestness  of  a  prayer  as  the  whoop- 
ing, the  shouting,  the  yelling  and  the  tossing  of  hats  in  air  in  response  to  the 
hope  expressed  by  the  good  Bishop.    Not  that  that  audience  was  afraid  of  war,  for 
they  were  determined  to  suppress  the  rebellion  at  whatever  cost,  but  that  they  loved 
peace  more.    That  prayer  was  not  the  gentle  flow  of  words  timidly  expressive  of 
the  soul's  desire;  it  was  the  sudden  torrent  burst  beyond  its  limits— it  was  the 
soul  itself, 

A  few  weeks  later,  in  the  sunny  south,  standing  amid  a  group  of  veter- 
an soldiers,  one  going  rapidly  by  called  out,  "The  president  has  been  assassinated." 
They  were  horrified  that  one  so  kind  and  generous  should  have  fallen  thus.  Then 
came  threats  of  vengance,  not  unmingled  with  curses,  but  all  the  while  tears 
followed  each  other  thick  and  fast  as  they  coursed  their  way  down  over  the  bronzed 
cheeks  of  the  defenders  of  our  country — for  they  cried  like  children,  and  so  dis- 
played their  true  manhood. 

B.S.  McF. 


Feoruary  34,1337. 


Mi33  II  i  It.  Tarbell, 
130  toidt  19th"  Street, 
Haw  York,  Ni  Y. 

Dg.r  Miss  Tarbell;  , 

Pardon  this  line  fro:*.  an  entire  stringer,  out 
I  u  seeking  to  prove  or  iisprove  an  alleged  his toxic 
fact  connected  '^ith  the  life  of  Lincoln. 

Many  yearns  :,-ago  an  old  friend  and  teacher,   an  of- 
ficer In  the  Union  army,  who  was  in  the  City  of 
Washington  on  the  day  of  t:  3  second  inauguration  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  told  via  the  foi lowing  facts: 

The  4th  of  March,  1865,  opened  dark  and  gloomy 
ani  rain  poured  down  almost  all  forenoon,  utterly 
breaking  tip  the  plans  of  Northern  Leaders  for  a 
great  demonstration  to  show  to  the  South  the  unity 
and  det armination  of  the  North.    About  11:00  o* clock 
the  vsry  dense  clouds  arose  ptom  the  east  and  when 
the  President  took  the  inaugural  ovfch,'  about  i:00 
d'cIock,  the  clouds  had  risen  just  past  the  aenitU 
and  were  so  dense  that  they  tot  ally  obscured  the 
sun  and  the  people  observed  over  head  a  bright  star 
shining  at  that  time.     I  am  not  certain  whether 
the  statment  that  the  oath  was  t  :ke:i  at  1:  JO 
o*clcck  is  correct  or  not — it. wight  have  been  at 
13:00  O'clock,  noon.     The  statment  further  rseited 
that  immediately  after   the  in  .-augur  at  ion,  Bishop 
Mathaw  3imp3on  of  the  Methodist  Church,  addressed 
the  assembled  Congress  and  referring  to  the  3tar 
said,   "We  ail  trust  that  it  is  the  star  of  peace? 
At  my  request,  w.y  friend,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
faculty  of  the  Kans  .3  State  Agriculture  College, 
published  these  facts  in  the  college  paper,  "The 
Kansas  Industrialist",  aoout  1900.     I  have  written 
the  librarian  of  Congress  to  see  if  he  could  verify 
the  statment  by  finding  the  address  of  Bishop  Simpson 


I.  14.  T.  #a 


in  the  Congressional  -Record.    He  replies  that  he 
does  not  find  the  address,  but  writes  m  a 
quotation  on  Page  394  of  "The  Latest  Light  On 
Abraham  Lincoln"  by  Ervin  Chapman,   In  which  he 
states  that  about  3:30  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
he  and  many  others  3 aw  the  star  about  an  hour 
from  the  sun  and  that  "It  has  been  stated  that 
President  Lincoln  and  hi3  attendants  saw  the  star 
a3  they  v?ere  returning  fro*  the  capitol  to  the 
Vghite  House."    Can  you  fthftd  any  light  on  this 
.  question,  or  can  you  refer  ce  to  any  living  person 
*feo         present  on  that  occasion?     I  shall  greatly 
.appreciate  hearing  from  you  relative  to  th«  matter. 

thanks-  for  requested  favor,   I  am 

Yours  respectfully, 


VHB/ii 


March  J,  13^7. 


Mr.  J.  w.  Ferguson. 
Dear  Sir: 


Satur^%vlra^  Post's^ ^^^^^  the 
can  confirm  or  deny  the  foii^J    £  you  Probably 

like  to  eae  eetablLhSd  ^1?  inf  f  *at3  ■"?hijh  1  »ould 
events    r,f     the  III  n  fif  li^proven  relative  to  the 
on  March°4,  °Tt^^l*?X™  <*  Lincoln 

who  was  probably'th^o  f-r  0nf  living 
living  wlt^S,  l1£^^*£2  Tl  <*  ™*  ***** 
addresses.  ™ia  oe  If1**       their  naaee  and 


dark  ,ni  jioo,^  thVt'/^j^"^^^ 
About  eleven  o'oIt*       .  »i     ,  ^    lli  ^^enoon. 

clouds  lifted  fGr-1^  .,^y>  ^8a°  t0  c1*'^  «5  the  ' 
the  ti.s  Sg^&St&  the  oath  S*S£f  ***  ***** 

had  passed  the  meridian  but  *£f  2?       5  0*tt©e,   trie  sun 
tain  had  barely  resell  Jfand  iff!  °f  *•  3ioud 
totally  obscured  thf st  tV*  U 
overhaul  near  the  clouds.     "3  a  !  ,  to  u*  aeen 

your  attention  eallfca  Ma  the  £atte£i  *!?TJ  "S 
ever  hear  of  it?     It  is  s all  Sh*l  ?I      f  tt0?»  iicl  vou 
Congress  assembled  L  the  Hou-e  % l«>^«eiy.  afterward, 
n3  aUresset  bv  BlaL  W  Represent  stives  and 

star  sayins;\^Vwe^^^  *  the 

of  peics."    .toy  inf  ormal  ™  12     *      4?  ia  UiQ  9ta* 

to  the  matter  ^ir^  M  hi/°U  »•  relative 

iU  »■  ».Xgmj'  appreciated. 


Years  trul 


yi 


Mar oh  3,  19a7. 


The  filter  of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post, 
Philadelphia,'  Pennsylvania. 

Dear  Sir:  * 

I  mb  en  a  losing  ^arswith  a  letter  to  1.  J.  Ferguson 
who  wrote-  the  irtiole  on  Lincoln's  de?.th  in  a  reoent  # 
edition  ojE  the  Post  ^ith  the  reiusat  that  you  complete 
the  direction  on  the  envelope  and  so  forward  to  him.  t 

I  arc  seeking  to  .oonf  irm  an  alleged  fact  oourrins; 
on  the  d%z9  of  Lincoln's  second  inauguration  and 
thought  perhaps  Mr.  FeTguso*n  would  be  in  a  position  to 
know  what  the  facts  ?rere.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  you 
examine,  the  letter  -"hioh  I  ua  ssnling  him  mi  make  -any 
suggestions,  y\>a  can  as  t o  possible  proving  or  disproving 
the  alleged  facts. 

Yours  truly, 


120     EAST     NINETEENTH  STREET 


July  26,  1927 


Mr*  V.  E .  Biddison 

605  Mayo  Building 

Tulsa s  Okla-9 

• 

My  dear  Mr*  Bid&igerK 

very  discourteous  person.    Last  I*        !"  ?iD\*e  a 

«  T?f  received,  returned  to  some  heavy  work,  had 

Ster  ^  s'tL^0?^..1^.^^-;  r * 

to  verify  thHtory?  '  bUt  88  y6t  haT*  found  "°«iing 

the  files  of'tha  ?!!tvrd*y  *"        ^foPOliten  Library  to  consult 
fullest  l^w"/     York  papers,  which  I  have  learned  have  the 

£  ^Kx'S^KT  -'^^  SS/SS  report 

h«t  o«    „  1  COnsulted  Harpers'  Weekly  and  Prank  Leslie's  Weeklv 
but  found  no  mention  of  a  at©**      ts««  i  T     ,*  .     ^      °s  s  weejtiy, 
began  to  clear  by  ei^t       th!'  Leslie's  *eekly  gayB  that  it 

by  eleven  o'clock    *S  J?.  ?"  rr?1Dg  ^  that  «*  rain  had  ceased 
30.000  persons  «™  SL     ♦  lt  Wa8  e6*i=»t*<l  that  more  than 

Whioh^r::re':br!i6perrters^.ithst-di^ of  the  mUd  *» 

of  that  dat"  ^would"  "er^nty  bTwo^h  ^V""  °f  "«W 
that  star.    The  first  ttaTf2  ?!  I   ^      1  *  t0  866  if  the»'  ■•"Won 
there.  time  1  801  ln  Wash^gton  I  will  consult  the  files 


0 


«*#~t  GiU  ;«  a  tie  Aw. '  Cn^HU^e*  ) 


120     EAST     NINETEENTH  STREET 
2 


I  regret  sincerely ,  my  dear  Mr,  Biddison,  that  I  have 
neglected  this  matter  so  long.    It  really  interested  me.    1  will 
keep  it  in  mind,  and  if  I  come  across  anybody  that  was  present  at 
the  inauguration  -  I  think  of  no  one  now  -  or  if  I  find  any 
reference  in  periodicals  of  the  day.  I  will  let  you  know. 

With  thanks  for  your  letter  and  renewed  apologies 
for  its  neglect,  believe  me 

Very  sincerely  yours 


\ 


EAST     NINETEENTH  STREET 


August  22,  1927 


Mr.  v .  h.  Biddison 

605  Mayo  Building 
Tulsa,  Ok la 

My  dear  Mr,  Biddison; 


in  regard  to  the  report  that  a  br^ht  a-  i  Uttie  time  *** 

of  the  day  of  Lincoln* s  second  fn'f      +       Sn°ne  out  in  the  middle 
Weather  Bureau  to  send  me  t e1™f J '  1  have  a^ed  the 
they  send:  thd"  r&Com  of  March  4,   1865.     Here  is  v 


"August  3,  192? 


"The  Weather  Bureau  ?/as  not  eat-VM  Bv,  ^ 
we  quote  the  following  ?rl  %^  d  until  la70»  hut 

Smithsonian  Institutionf  reC°rd  kept  ^  the 

this  morning  the  rain  was  hard      J  US*  Barly 

before  1  p.m.»«  hard •    Sun  eame  out  at  1/2 

You  see  there  is  no  star  reported. 

Very  truly  yours 


Tula  a,  Ok  la 
Sept.  3, 


1947. 


Professor  of  History, 
Be  Pauw  University, 
Gre  <m  c  a  s  1 1  e ,  Ind . 

Dear  Sir:  * 

There  follows  an  extract  from  a  lett  r  I  recently  wrote 
to  Mrs.  Ida  K*  Tar  bell  relative  to  the  ascend  inaugurati  n  of 

Lincoln:  -  . 

Many  years  a&o  an  old  friend'and  teacher,  an  offiosr  in  the 
Union  army,   vho  was  in  the  City  of  Washington  on  the  lay  of  the 
second  inauguration  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  told  me  the  following 
facts: 

The  4th  of  March,  1865,  opened  dark  and  gloomy  and  rain  poured 
down  almost  all  forenoon,  utterly  br suing  up  the  plana  of  Northern 
Leaders  for  a  great  demonstration  to  show  to  the  South  the  unity 
and  determination  of  the  North.    About  21*00  o'clock  the  vsry 
dense  clouds  arose  from  .the  east  and  w  en  the  Preaideot  took  the 
inaugural  oath,  about  1:00  o'clock,  the  clouds  had  risen  just  past 
the  zenith  and  were  so  dense  that  they  totally ■ obscured  the  sun 
and  the  people  observed  ov  r  head  a  bright  star  shining  at  that 
time.     I  am  not  certain  whether  the  stataent  that  the  oath  was 
taken  at  1:0)  o'clock  is  correct  or  not — it  might  have  been  at 
13:0 v  o'clock,  noon.     The  atatment  further  recited  that 
immediately  after  the  inauguration,  Bishop  Mathew  Simpson  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  addressed  the  assembled  Congress  -arid  referring 
to  the  star  said,  "We  all  trust  th  t  it  is  the  star  of  peace? 
At  ray  request,  ray  friend,  who  waa  a,  camber  of  the  faculty  of  the' 
Kansas  State  Agriculture  College,  publis:  e  i . these  facta  in  the 
college  paper,   "The  Kansas  Industrialist",  about  1900.     I  have  , 
written  the  librarian  of  Congre a  i  to  see  if  . he  could  verify  the 
statment  by  f lading  the  address  of  Bishop  Simpson  in  the 
Congressional  Record.    He  replies  t:    t  Lc  does  not  find  the 
address,  but  writes  me  a  qaot  ti  u  on  Page  <ci94  of  "The  Latest 
Light  On  Abraham  Lincoln"  by  Ervin  Chapman,  in  which  be  atates 
that  about  3:00  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  he  ana  many  others 
saw  the  star  about  an  hour  from  the  3  m  and  t    t  "It  his  -b  en  stated 


me,ueing  to    ee  to  what  extent  Historic  facta  can  be  established, 
even  in  the  life  time  of  members  of  the  generation  in  Which  they 
ocoured.  • 


I  write  yo\  because  Bishop  3i  pson  was  the  first  President 
of  the  University, and  it  occurs  to  me,  that  vour  library  ought 
to  contain  ev.»rjrthlng  connected  with  his  life.    Will  you  be 
sufficiently  interested  in  this  matter  to  sea  if  your  library 
contai -is  any  reference  to  the  address  refe<  red  to,  or  to  the 
events  referred  to  there  in. 

Trusting  you  may  be  interested  in  this  matter,   I  tha  k  you 
for  such  information  as  you  can  give  me. 

Yours  sincerely. 


1 


C-JP 


All  correspondence  should  be  addressed 
"LIBRARIAN  OF  CONGRESS 
Washington,  D.  C." 


Library  of  Congress 


WASHINGTON 


Office  of  the  Librarian 


November  15  1927 


Dear  Sir: 

As  requested  in  your  letter  of  October  29,  the 
Chief  Bibliographer  has  examined  the  National  Intelligencer 
of  March  4  and  6,  1865  (March  5  was  on  a  Sunday),  but  has 
found  nothing  about  the  star  said  to  have  been  visible  in 
the  day  time  on  the  date  you  mention. 


With  regret  at  our  inability  to  aid  you, 


Very  truly  yours, 


V.  H.  Biddison,  Esq. 
608-9  Mayo  Building 
Tulsa  Oklahoma 


MOBNIXfl 


THE 


EVENING 


SUNDAY 


SUN 


A.  S.  A  BELL   COMPANY,  PUBLISHERS 
BALTIMORE,  MD. 


February  g|  1923, 


Mr.  V.  Em  Biddisoa 

Tulsa 

Okla. 


Hear  Sir; 

-.-JsriT:  arc. 

Very  truly  yours 


Information  Bureau. 


MORXITVCi 


THE 


EVE  NIN  G 


.SUNDAY 


SUN 


THE  A.S.AJBEUU  COMPANY, PUBLISHERS 
BALTIMORE  ,  M  P  . 


FROM  THE  SUH  OF  MARCH  6,  1865. 


Early  in  the  morning  the  tempestous  weather  which  has  prevailed  during  the 
last  week  culminated  in  a  severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain,    The  sky  was  black 
with  clouds,  --  In  some  parts  of  t he  city  one  could  not  see  to  read  without  arti- 
ficial light.    At  about  11  o'clock,  just  as  the  procession  was  forming,  signs 
of  fair  weather  began  to  appear.    By  noon  the  storm  was  plainly  spent.  The 
clouds  soon  became  thinner,  the  southern  sky  grew  lighter,  glimpses  of  sunlight 
illumined  the  brilliant  scene  about  the  east  front  of  the  Capitol,  and  just  be- 
fore the  President-elect  commenced  his  inaugural  address,  the  sun  broke  out  in 
all  its  splendor,  and  by  the  time  the  ceremony  was  finished  not  a  cloud  was  to 
be  seen  in  the  sky. 

As  the  hour  for  starting  the  line  of  procession  approached,  the  clouds 
broke  away  auspiciously  disclosing  clear  sky  in  the  west.    The  procession 
formed  on  the  avenue,  between  15§-  and  £0th  streets,  and  commenced  to  move  about 
half  past  11  A.  M,    The  procession  was  one  haur  in  passing  a  given  point,  and 
the  length  was  probably  over  a  mile. 

The  streets  were  in  an  almost  impassable  condition,  which  made  the  display 
not  as  magnificent  as  it  would  have  beent  though  it  was  exceedingly  beautiful. 


All  correspondence  should  be  addressed 
"  LIBRARIAN  OF  CONGRESS 
Washington.  D.  C." 


Library  of  Congress 
washington 


Office  of  the  Librarian 


November  11  1933 


Dear  Sir: 

In  response  to  your  letter,  received  on  October  23,  enclos- 
ing a  typewritten  copy  of  an  article  fro,,  .The  Industrialist .  entitled 
"An  Incident". 

The  Library  of  Congress  does  not  as  a  rule  make  analytical 
entries  for  brief  articles  in  periodicals,  as  mah  ^ 
located  readily  through  the  various  indexes  to  periodical  literature. 
The  Administrative  Assistant  of  the  Catalogue  Division  advises,  how- 
ever, that  occasional  exception  is  made  in  the  case  of  a  contribution 
to  a  subject  in  a  field  in  which  the  Library  specialises.    He  considers 

-tide  in  .The  Industrialist  such  a  case,  and  has  med  in  our 
catalogues  a  subject  card  under  the  headin- 

Lincoln,  Abraham,    pres.  U.S.     -  Inauguration 
As  the  Library  of  Congress  has  a  copy  of  The  Industrialist, 

the  typewritten  copy  submitted  by  you  is  rei*rr«*d 

y  «yuu  is  returned  as  you  may  have  fur- 
ther need  of  it. 

Your  request  that  we  examine  rsri-^r.  •  ±. 

I-lxue  certain  publications  for  in- 

formation  concerning  the  star  that  is  alleged  to  have  appeared  during 
the  second  inauguration  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1866,  has  had  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Acting  Chief  Bibliographer,  whose  report  we  enclose  here- 
with. 


{2  enclosures) 
Mr.  V.  H.  Biddison 
Route  2,  Tulsa 
Oklahoma 


Very  truly  yours^ 


oecr6Ta2"v 
(For  the  Librarian) 


Br2 

To  THE 

LIBRARIAN  OF  CONGRESS 


MEMORANDUM 


From  the 


Referring  to    letter  of  Mr.  V.  H.  Biddise-n, 
Tulsa,  Okla.,  asking  \\3  to  examine 
certain  publications  for  information 
concerning  the  star  that  is  alleged  to 
have  appeared  during  the  second  inaugura- 
tion of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  18S5. 


DIVISION  OF  BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Nov.  9,  1933. 


Although  the  three  publications  mentioned  by  Mr.  Biddisen 
are  not  indexed,  we  have  examined  them  carefully  and  we  do  not  find  among 
them  a  reference  to  the  incident  in  question. 

However,  we  find  the  following  in  Smith  Stimmel's  "Personal 
reminiscences  of  Abraham  Lincoln",  Minneapolis,  William  H.  M.  Adams,  1928, 
p.  71-72: 

"Soon  after  the  President  concluded  his  address,  he  en- 
tered his  carriage,  and  the  procession  started  up  Pennsylvania  to 
the  White  House,  the  escort  from  our  Company  following  next  to 
his  carriage.    Shortly  after  we  turned  onto  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 
west  of  the  Capitol,  I  noticed  the  crowd  along  the  street  look- 
ing intently,  and  some  were  pointing  to  something  in  the  heavens 
toward    the  south.  I  glanced  up  in  that  direction,  and  there  in 
plain  view,  shining  out  in  all  her  starlike  beauty,  was  the  planet 
Venus.    It  was  a  little  after  midday  at  the  time  I  saw  it,  possibly 
near  one  o'clock}  the  sun  seemed  to  be  a  little  west  of  the  meri- 
dian, the  star  a  little  east.    It  was  a  strange  sight.    I  never 
saw  a  star  at  that  time  in  the  day  before  or  since.    The  supersti- 
tious had  many  strange  notions  about  it,  but  of  course  it  was 
simply  owing  to  the  peculiarly  clear  condition  of  the  atmosphere  and 
the  favorable  position  of  the  planet  at  that  time.    The  President 
and  those  who  were  with  him  in  the  carriage  noticed  the  star  at  the 
same  time." 

Y,re  Quote  the  following  from  Clarence  True  Wilson's  "Matthew 
Simpson,  patriot,  preacher,  prophet",  New  York,  The  Methodist  book  concern, 
1929,  p.  72-73: 

"Lincoln's  second  inauguration  took  place  on  a  cold, 
drizzly  day.    As  he  took  the  oath  of  office,  however,  the  clouds 
parted  and  a  rift  of  sunshine  flooded  the  scene.    The  next  day 
the  Bishop  preached  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  a  distin- 
guished  audience...    He  preached  an  eloquent  sermon,  describing 
in  a  deeply  effective  manner  the  horrors  of  the  recent  war,  the 
lives  lost,  and  the  suffering  and  privation  sustained.    He  spoke 
of  the  power  of  Christ  to  diminish  the  war  and  make  peace  and, 
with  the  audience  hushed  and  silent  in  their  tense  interest,  he 
added:  *I  am  not  much  of  a  believer  in  signs  and  omens;  but  when, 


Biddinsen  -2- 


yesterday,  just  as  the  old  administration  expired  and  the 
new  one  "began,  the  rifted  clouds  let  God's  sunshine  flow,  I 
could  hut  regard  it  as  an  augury  of  returning  peace;  and 
that  the  war  would  soon  close  and  the  new  administration 
would  he  one  of  peace.*    Instantly,  the  audience  was  stirred 
as  if  "by  electricity;  they  cheered  earnestly;  many  rose  to 
their  feet  and  waved  hats  and  handkerchiefs.'    Mr." Lincoln  \vas 
vigorously  rapping  the  floor  with  his  cane,  the  "big  tears 
chasing  each  other  down  his  "bronzed  and  careworn  face.  It 
was  a  masterly  triumph  of  human  eloquence  and  it  touched 
the  hearts  of  all  who  heard  it." 

We  have  "been  unahle  to  find  the  entire  text  of  the  speech  deliver- 
ed "by  the  Rev.  Matthew  Simpson  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  H&r&k  5, 
1865.    ^re  note  in  Current  history,  Oct.  1929,  v.  31,  p.  99,  that  Dr.  Slarenc 
True  Wilson    has  access  to  the  unpublished  papers  of  Bishop  Simpson.  V.re 
suggest  that  Hr.  Biddisen    address  an  inquiry  in  this  matter  to  !Dr.  \7ilson, 
Methodist  Building,  First  ana  lferyla.nd  Avenue,  H.  E.,  V/ashington,  D.  C. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Acting  Chief  Bibliographer. 


<*-  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^jw^  (AmA^x,-, 


CUUIK)  Jbjfihf    /L,€^j  /^L_ 


^Ap^^^^f  ^vt^  ^-t^A  l^^JL, 


f 


5 


/)  t — /       i  ^ 


J  Or" 


ANCE.  AND  EMPHASIZES"  ANNIVERSARY 
CCASIONS   ASSOCIATED  WITH  LINCOLN. 


Its  name  indicates  its  character 

LINCOLN 

HISTORICAL  RESEARCH  FOUNDATION 
Louis  A.  Warren,  director 


The  IjIi^ooijW  National 

Life  Insurance  Company 

Fort  'Wayne  * Indiana 


November  23,  1933 


Research  bureau 
interprets  the  life  of  lincoln  as  re- 
vealed in  authorized  public  records 
and  original  manuscripts. 


Library  bureau 

gathers  and  catalogues  all  classes  of 
lincoln  literature  for  its  reference 

LIBRARY. 


Mr.  V.  H.  Biddison 
Route  #2 
Tulsa,  (Ma. 

My  dear  Mr.  Biddison! 

With  reference  to  your  question  about  the  strange 
phenomenon  occurring  at  the  time  of  the  second  inaugural,  I 
would  refer  you  to  Ervin  Chapman's  Book,  "Latest  Light  On 
Abraham  Lincoln. M    On  page  277  he  gives  a  very  accurate 
picture  of  what  he  saw  at  the  time  of  the  dedication  and  I 
believe  it  can  be  relied  upon. 


PUBLICATION  BUREAU 

ISSUES  A  WEEKLY  BULLETIN  LINCOLN  LORE 
AND  PREPARES  HISTORICAL  DATA  FOR  RE- 
LEASE IN  BOOKS,  PAMPHLETS,  MAGAZINES. 
AND  NEWSPAPERS. 


INFORMATION  BUREAU 
COMPILES,    INDEXES,    AND    MAKES  AVAIL- 
ABLE INFORMATION,  BEARING  ON  THE  SUB- 
JECT OF  LINCOLN  I  AN  A. 


In  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate  of  February  11 
1920  there  is  a  paragraph  by  T.  E.  Pearne.    He  claims  he 
heard  Bishop  Simpson  make  this  statement  in  a  sermon  in 
which  he  referred  to  the  second  inaugural;    "I  am  not  much 
of  a  believer  in  signs  and  omens,  but  when  yesterday  just 
as  the  old  administration  expired  and  the  new  one  began, 
drifted  clouds  let  G-od' s  sunshine  glow,  I  could  not  betre- 
gard  it  as  an  augury  of  returning  peace  and  that  the  war 
would  soon  close  and  the  new  administration  would  be  one  of 
peace. H 


EXHIBIT  BUREAU 
COLLECTS   AND   DISPLAYS   IN  ITS  MUSEUM; 
MANUSCRIPTS,     PORTRAITS,     CURIOS,  AND 
SOUVENIRS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  LINCOLN. 


SPEAKERS  BUREAU 
PROVIDES     SPEAKERS    FOR    MEETINGS  OF 
CIVIC    CLUBS.    SCHOOL    GROUPS,  CHURCH 
ORGANIZATIONS,  ETC. 


I  am  familiar  with  the  reminiscences  about  seeing 
the  planet  Venus  at  midday,  but  I  do  not  think  he  confuses 
this  with  the  bright  light  which  broke  through  the  clouds  at 
the  time  the  regiment  marched,  in  fact  he  mentions  both. 

The  story  of  the  small  white  cloud  is  a  new  one  and 
I  think  several  other  authors  having  spoken  of  the  coincidence 
of  the  weather  clearing  at  the  time  of  the  inaugural,  then 
continuing  dark  the  rest  of  the  day. 


advise  me. 


If  I  can  help  you  further  in  this  matter,  kindly 


EDUCATIONAL  BUREAU 
PROMOTES    ESSAY    CONTESTS,  ARRANGES 
PROGRAMS,  AND  STIMULATES  AN  INTEREST 
IN  THE  STUDY  OF  LINCOLN'S  LIFE. 


MEMORIAL  BUREAU 
MARKS     SITES     OF    HISTORICAL  SIGNIFI- 
CANCE,   AND    EMPHASIZES  ANNIVERSARY 
OCCASIONS   ASSOCIATED  WITH  LINCOLN. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


LAW?  SB 


/  Director 
Lincoln  Historical  Beseafrch  foundation 


i 


THE  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  ASSOCIATION 

LOGAN  HAY,  President 
J.  H.  HOLBROOK,  Treasurer 
PAUL  M.  ANGLE,  Secretary 
BENJ.  P.  THOMAS,  Executive  Secretary 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING 
SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS 

November  28,  1933 


PURPOSES: 

a  k  1°  °^erv^  eacn  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Abraham  Lincoln;  to  preserve  and  make  more  read- 
ilj  accessible  the  landmarks  associated  with  his 
«,»  3m  a=tlveV°  encourage,  promote  and  aid 
the  collection  and  dissemination  of  authentic  infor- 
mation regarding  all  phases  of  his  life  and  career  ' ' 


V.  H.  Eiddison,  Esc. 
Route  #2 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


Dear  Sir: 


I  have  your  letter  of 
recent  date  in  which  you  inquire  about 
certain  incidents  connected  with  the 
Second  Inauguration  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
The  account  a  of  the  Inauguration  that 

L^le  rr'lSfe!T  t0  be  in  pretty  general 
agreement  that  the  day  was  a 


one,  but 


raw  stormy 
about  twelve  o'clock  about 
an  hour  before  Lincoln  took  the  oath 
ot  office,  the  sun  appeared. 


The  story  of  the  cloud 
or  the  star  appearing  as  L 
the  oath  is  unfamiliar 
regret  that  I  am  unable  to  give  you 
any  further  information  about  it. 


iincoln  took 
to  me,  and  I 


Very  truly  yours, 


N.  N.  Ob.  35 


IN  REPLY  ADDRESS  NOT  THE  SIGNER 
OF  THIS  LETTER,  BUT 
SUPERINTENDENT.  NAVAL  OBSERVATORY 
Washington,  d.c. 


REFER  TO  No. 

EN33/H5(1)(1690) 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT 
U.S.  NAVAL  OBSERVATORY 
Washington,  D.C. 

1  November  1933 


Dear  Sir: 


Your  card  mailed  October  30, 
1933,  has  been  received.    At  about  1  P.M. 
on  March  4,  1865,  the  second  magnitude 
star  ALPHERATZ  (Aloha  Andromedae)  was  11 
degrees  south  of  the  zenith  of  Washington 


Very  truly  yours 


/James  Robertson, 
Director  Fautical  Almanac 


Mr.  V.  H.  Biddison, 
Tul sa ,  Oklahoma . 


Bishop  JSDWIN  H.  HUGHES,  President 


IS  PICKRTT.  FHnration  and  Research 
Promotion 
less  Manager 
n 

tion 


LINCOLN  HISTORICAL 
RESEARCH  DIVISION 
Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 


t 


THE  LINCOLN  NATIONAL  LIFE 

FOUND AT  I  ON 

FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


December  13,  1933 


iUILDING 
N.  E. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Biddison 
Route  #2 
Tulsa,  Okla. 

My  dear  Mr.  Biddison? 

The  answer  to  your  letter  has  teen  delayed  by  our 
inability  to  find  time  to  copy  the  part  of  the  manuscript 
which  we  are  very  anxious  to  have.    We  are  returning  it" 
enclosed. 

I  regret  I  cannot  tell  you  whether  or  not  TCrvin 
Chapman  is  still  living,-©^*©*.    Eis  book  was  published  by 
Fleming  H.  Resell  in  1917.    I  regret  also  that  I  know  notba 
of  Pearne. 

•Thanking  you  for  your  cai  rtesy,  I  am 
Respectfully  yours, 


ns* 


ed 
at 
ter 


ad 
er 

here 
is 
he 
s 


LAW:  IB 
Inc.  1 


^cxAAA^  Director 
Lincoln  Historic?!  Research  foundation 


Arthur  C.Johnson 

PRESIDENT 

Henry  C.Shetrone 

D  I  RECTO  R 


C.  B.  Galbreath 

SECRETARY  AND  LIBRARIAN 


Ohio  State  Museum 
Columbus,  Ohio 


January  28,  1934 


Mr.  V.H.  Biddison, 
Route  2, 
Tulsa,  Okla. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  nave  your  letter  of  recent  date  enclosing  a 
contribution  by  Professor  B.S.  McFarland,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  faculty  of  the  Kansas  State  Agricultural  College. 
I  have  read  both  with  much  interest  and  shall  wish  to 
compare  the  McFarland  manuscript  with  the  history  of  the 
times  before  publishing  it.    If  I  find  that  it  checks  fairly 
well  with  the  news  accounts  of  the  time  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  use  it.    Everything  of  this  kind  relating  to  Abraham 
Lincoln  has  a  wide  range  of  interest. 
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7^  >^5* 
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Bishop  EDWIN  H.  HUGHES,  President 

Rev.  EDWARD  S.  WEAVER,  Vice-President  . 

Rev.  HARRY  W.  BURGAN,  Recording  Secretary 

J.  E.  JOINER,  Assistant  Secretary 

W.  W.  MARLOW,  Treasurer 


DEETS  PICKETT,  Education  and  Research 
D.  STEWART  PATTERSON,  Promotion 
EDWARD  DRAKE,  JR.,  Business  Manager 
JAMES  G.  RANCK,  Extension 
EDNA  M.  KAHNT,  Subscription 


Board  of  Temperance,  Prohibition  and  Public  Morals 

OF  THE 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 


CLARENCE  True  WILSON,  Executive  Secretary 
FRANK  B.  EBBERT,  Counselor 


THE     METHODIST  BUILDING 
100  Maryland  Avenue,  N.  E. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


February  16,  1935. 


Mr.  V.  H.  Biddison, 
Route  2 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 
Dear  Mr.  Biddison: 


herewi 


;  f w£?G?rd?nce  witS  y°ur  request,  I  am  returning 
ith  the  inclosures  forwarded  with  your  letter  to 


Dr    Wilson.     ^uite  frankly,  this  letter  has  been  neglected 
and  we  are  exceedingly  sorry  for  it,  but  Ten  you  kill  that 
Dr.  ,7ilson  had  a  very  serious  break  in  his  health  soon  after 
this  letter  was  received  and  was  away  on  furlough  most  of 
the  year,  you  can  better  understand  our  treatment  of  it. 

The  trunks  containing  all  the  papers 


reference  he  mentions  in  his  tool;  bit  the  informa  ion^was 
secured  from  a  newspaper  report  a!  that  time. 

j  Begging  your  indulgence  for  our  long  delay  in  writing, 


H.  B.  VAN  HOESEN 
Librarian 


BROWN  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 
PROVIDENCE.  RHODE  ISLAND 


H.  1_.  KOOPMAN 

Librarian  Emeritus 


Feb.  26,  1935 


Mr.  V.  H.  Biddison 
Tulsa,  Okla. 

Dear  Sir: 

Dr.  Van  Hoesen  has  asked  me  to  answer 
your  letter  in  regard  to  the  story  of  a 
star  seen  at  the  time  of  Lincoln's  second 
inaugural . 

I  have  a  recollection  of  seeing  a 
slight  reference  to  such  a  story,  hut  cannot 
find  it  at  present.  It  would  he  of  value 
to  the  collection  to  have  a  copy  of  the  stor 
as  you  have  it,  and  we  will  appreciate  your 
letting  us  have  it. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Custodian,  Lincoln  collection. 


MRL 

Office  of  the  Librarian 


Library  of  Congress 
washington 


March  18  1935 

Dear  Sir : 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  February  28  (acknowledged 
on  March  13),  the  response  to  -which,  -we  regret  to  find,  has 
been  delayed: 

The  Chief  of  our  Division  of  Manuscripts  informs  us 
that  the  papers  of  Bishop  Simpson  are  in  his  Division  -  there 
are  two  trunks  full  -  but  they  have  not  yet  been  arranged  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  kind  of  information  you  desire  can  be 
located. 


Ver^-  truly  yours, 


Secretary 
(For  the  Librarian) 


Mr,  0.  H.  Biddison 
Route  2 
Tulsa 
Oklahoma 


WILLIAM  H.  M.ADAMS 

1485  NORTHWESTERN  BANK  BUILDING 
MINNEAPOLIS,  MINNESOTA 


March  25,  1935 

Mr,  V.  H.  Biddeson 
Route  #2 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  your  post  card  inquiry  about  PERSONAL 
REMINISCENCES  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  by  Smith  Stimmel.  Yes,  I  am 
the  publisher  of  the  above  named  book.    It  was  put  out  Feb.  4, 
1928.    I  have  only  a  few  copies  left.    The  price  is  #5.00.  If 
you  have  seen  the  book,  you  know  it  is  a  very  well  made  book- 
one  it  is  a  delight  to  own. 

As  for  the  story  of  the  inaugural  star,  I  have 
seen  that  told  somewhere  else,  but  not  being  able  to  refer  to  my 
Lincoln  library  to-day,  I  am  not  able  to  tell  you  just  where 
else  you  will  find  it. 

Mr.  Stimmel  is  still  living  at  Fargo,  N.  D.  at 

ninety-two  years  of  age.    He  has  been  for  some  years  now  the 

only  survivor  of  the  cavalry  troop  that  guarded  Lincoln.  Mr. 

Stimmel »s  sight  is  now  poor,  and  he  is  rather  feeble. 

John  Drinkwater  met  Stimmel  at  Fargo  in  the  win- 
ter of  1922  or  1923,  and  speaks  of  it  in  hisMWorld*s  Lincoln"  on 
page  nine.    In  Drinkwater' s  "American  Vignettes"  also,  a  very 
beautifully  printed  book  containing  only  about  fifteen  poems, 
all  pertaining  to  incidents  connected  with  the  Civil  War  period, 
in  a  poem  entitled  "The  Bodyguard,"  he  als*>  celebrates  this  meet- 
Ing  with  Stimmel. 

If  you  are  a  Lincoln  collector,  I  might  send 
you  notice  sometime  of  something  new  which  I  might  undertake  the 
publication  of. 


Very  truly  yours, 


WILLIAM  H.M.ADAMS 

1485  NORTHWESTERN  BANK  BUILDING 
MINNEAPOLIS.  MINNESOTA 


April  18,  1935 

Mr.  V.  H.  Biddeson 
Route  #2 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Dear  Sir: 

I  duly  received  yours  of  the  7th,  enclosing  in  type- 
written form  "An  Incident"  written  by  B.  S.  McFarland,  telling  about 
the  star  that  shown  forth  at  midday  on  March  4,  1865,  and  the  won- 
derful address  of  Bishop  Simpson  in  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
next  day,  with  Abraham  Lincoln  sitting  on  the  platform.      I  thank  you 
for  your  letter  and  for  sending  me  the  article,  both  of  which  I  read 
with  pleasure.    I  have  been  too  busy  to  copy  the  article,  but  I  want 
to  copy  it  before  returning  your  copy,  and  will  do  so  soon. 

ii/hen  I  next  write  you  I  hope  to  be  able  to  tell  you  of 
places  where  the  account  of  the  shining  of  the  star  on  inauguration 
day  is  told,  and  I  also  want  to  look  up  about  the  preaching  service 
of  Bishop  Simpson  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Smith  Stimmel  passed  away  at  Fargo,  North  Dakota,  on 
Sunday  evening,  April  14th,  1955.    He  had  a  fine  write-up  in  the  Fargo 
paper  and  a  very  nice  mention  in  the  Twin  City  papers,  with  portrait. 
He  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  "Union  Light  Guard"  which  excorted 
Lincoln. 

You  will  hear  from  me  again,  as  soon  as  I  can  make  my 
copy  of  the  article  referred  to,  and  as  aoon  as  I  can  make  the  search 
I  want  to  make. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Minneapolis,  Minnesota.    June  22,  1935 


Mr.  V.  H.  Biddeson 
Route  #2 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Dear  Sir: 

I  owe  you  an  apology  for  not  having  returned  before  the 
manuscript  which  I  now  enclose. 

I  have  been  too  busy  to  be  able  to  spend  the  time  neces- 
sary to  make  a  thorough  search  in  Lincoln  books  for  an  account  of  the 
appearance  of  the  star  at  midday  at  the  time  of  Lincoln's  second  inaugu- 
ration.   But  I  have  found  it  is  recorded  in  Robert  W.  MacBride's  book, 
"Personal  Recollections  of  Abraham  Lincoln,"  page  67,  I  think.  MacBride 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Union  Light  Guard,  the  same  troop  that  Stimmel 
belonged  to. 

This  paper  of  McFarland's  was  very  interesting,  indeed, 
and  I  thank  you  for  having  sent  it  to  me. 

Very  truly  yours, 


P.S.    I  have  made  the  desired  copies  of  the  article. 


Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  June  25,  1935 


Mr.  V.  H.  Biddeson 
Route  #2 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Dear  Sir: 

Since  writing  you  on  the  22nd,  I  have  looked  into  several 
of  the  Lincoln  biographies,  and  I  find  that,  while  many  of  them  refer 
to  the  inclement  weather  on  the  morning  of  Lincoln's  second  inaugura- 
tion, and  the  breaking  away  of  the  clouds  at  about  the  time  he  went  out 
upon  the  platform,  most  of  them  do  not  refer  to  the  appearance  of  the 
star.    However,  Isaac  N.  Arnold,  in  "The  History  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
the  Overthrow  of  Slavery"  (pages  623  and  624)  does  speak  of  the  star  as 
follows: 

"As  the  procession  started  for  the  Capitol,  a  bril- 
liant star  made  its  appearance  in  the  sky,  and  the  inci- 
dent was  regarded  by  many  as  an  omen  of  peace." 

Also  Charles  Wallace  French,  in  his  "Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
Liberator,"  thus  refers  to  the  star: 

"As  the  procession  moved  from  the  Capitol  to  the  White 
House,  a  star  was  observed  to  be  shining  with  a  brilliancy  which  made  it 
visible,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  sunlight,  and  it  was  joyfully  hailed 
as  a  harbinger  of  brighter  times;  like  that  other  star  whose  appearance 
was  the  heralding  of  'peace  on  earth,  good-will  to  men'  " 

So  it  seems  that  five  writers  at  least  speak  of  the  inaugur- 
al star  appearing  on  March  4,  1865.    I  shall  be  looking  for  other  refer- 
ences to  it  as  I  continue  my  reading  of  Lincoln  biographies. 


Very  truly  yours, 


JOHN  J.  BIDDISON.  PRES.  LEWIS  C.  MILLS,  VlCE-PRES.  ARTHUR  U   SPEAR   VlCP  Ppfs 

Minneapolis  Journal  Minneapolis  Star  ™.  pa^'pSS 

JACK  BURKET,  CHM.  REP.  ASSEMBLY  E.  B.  OLWIN,  SEC.-TREAS 

Minneapolis  Tribune  1443  Eleanor  St.'    St.  Paul,' Minn. 


NEWSPAPER  GUILD  of  the  TWIN  CITIES 

OF  MINNEAPOLIS  AND  SAINT  PAUL 


Minneapolis,  Mirin., 
April  11,  1937. 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. , 

Sirs: 


I  am_ sending  you  for  your  files  the  record  of  a 
long  and  painstaking  hunt  made  by  ray  father  to  verify 
a  piece  of  Lincoln  legend.    My  father,  V.  H.  Biddison 
died  m  Tulsa,  Okla.,  a  year  ago,  and  I  brought  these' 
papers  oack  with  me  in  the  hope  of  putting  them  to  sorre 
good  use.     The  best  use  that  occurs  to  me  is  to  put  ihlm 
m  possession  of  your  office. 

but  nrhIrSre^re  some  unrelated  clippings  enclosed  also, 
out  otner  matter  has  oeen  arranged  in  chronological 
cxaer,    .he  first  pacer  being  the  clue  to  all  that 
lollows. 

I  can  only  hope  that  this  matter  will  be  of 
some  value  for  your  purposes  and  assure  vou  of  my 
sumoaohy  with  your  work. 


Respectfully  yours, 


JOHN  J£/ BIDDISON, 
Excelsior,  Minn.,  Rt  #  3 


August  6,  1937 


Mr.  John  J.  Bl&dison 
Route  #3 

Excelsior,  Minnesota 

fciy  dear  Mr,  Biddisoni 

Will  you  please  accept  Kay  very  sincere  thanks  for 
the  manuscript  givsn  "by  your  father  with  reference  to  the 
peculiar  phenomenon  ishich  appeared  at  the  tine  of  Lincoln'  s 
inauguration, 

I  rontritor  quite  well  «5f  correspondence  with  ycur 
father  and  I  find  .  art  of  this  here,  if  not  all  of  it,  in 
the  file  you  have  so  kindly  submitted. 

We  often  have  inquiries  about  this  L&iw.in  legend 
and  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  referring  often,  I  am  sura,  to  the 
file  containing  the  information  with  reference  to  it. 

¥ary  truly  and  gratefully  yours. 


LAI:KB  Director 


